
A Summary of Responses from our Parish’s Listening Sessions May 2022 
 

 What does the Eucharist mean to you? 

• The Love of God who offers His son for and to us 

•  Participation in the Paschal Mystery,  

• It’s a Mystery connecting everything in life. Worship of God, Personal relationship with God and 

love of neighbor.  

• Receiving the real presence of Christ in our lives 

• Communion with God 

 

If you believe in the Real Presence, when and how did you first realize that Jesus is truly present in 

the Eucharist? 

Most as children when being formed for first communion and then being supported in their belief by a 

community of believers. One during conversion process through internet evangelization & RCIA 

 

Why do some people believe that the Eucharist is merely a symbol of Jesus? 

• They’ve never been taught the depth of the Mystery of the Eucharist  

• They approach the Eucharist expecting to find a scientific answer to a mystery.   

• They haven’t bothered to deepen their understanding of the Eucharist beyond childhood.  

• They have been taught by society to dismiss everything related to faith as mere superstition  

 

How can people come to a deeper understanding of the Eucharist? 

• Spend time in Adoration 

• Prayerfully ask for understanding from the Holy Spirit.  

• Take time to learn more about the True Presence  

 

What do you think are the reasons why many Catholics do not attend Mass on the Lord’s Day? Give 

at least one reason you have heard people share with you. 

• Don’t understand what the Eucharist  is/ Who is present/ That Mass isn’t just for me (to make me 

feel good) but for the Glory of God./ Think it is the same as watching on TV/ Don’t think it is 

necessary, “I can talk to God on my own”  

• Some believe the church isn’t “inclusive enough”  

• Don’t understand what the church teaches in general  

• Cultural competition for time on Sundays, Kid’s sports, shopping etc.  

• Some still afraid of COVID.  It was noted that not just Catholics have been affected by this   

• Broken and interfaith Families making “compromises”  

• Some people afraid they can’t be forgiven for their past choices.  

• Some still scandalized by sex abuse and how the church has handled it.   

• During the pandemic folks felt pushed away at some parishes if they didn’t have a reservation to 

attend Mass ( not our parish)  

• Lost habit: began to stay home for one reason and continue to stay away for another.  

• Internet a double-edged sword. Some became complacent with the availability of  Internet Mass 

(easier to stay at home)  others found sources of evangelization.  



What can be done to bring Catholics back to Mass? If you have been successful at inviting someone 

back to Mass, please describe how you did it. 

• Education on the importance of the Mass and the Real Presence 

• How are we communicating as a community our belief in the True Presence? (beyond formal 

instruction)  

• If our focus is on Jesus that will attract people to the Church. However, this is the job of the whole 

community not just a few.  

• Helping people find a home in our parish community. 

• More dynamic Mass/ Good Liturgy isn’t just one style. It is liturgy well done no matter the style or 

audience.  

• Dynamic Preaching 

• Liturgy that leads to faith in action (serving others in our community & beyond)  

• Word of Mouth  

• Small Faith Sharing Communities.  

• Personal, face to face invitation more valuable than mail or email.  

 What things do you think your parish does well to spread the Gospel, and to invite and welcome 

people to become Catholic? What are some failures or things we do not do well? 

• Positives: As a parish we’re doing a good job at offering “programs”. In some ways we are more 

active than our neighbors. We have a variety of outreach ministries.   We are generally welcoming. 

• Improvements needed: Personal outreach. Invite new people to be involved in ministries. Break out 

of the maintenance mode. Help average parishioners to “radiate the Christ you carry”.  Use Truth, 

Beauty and Goodness as doorway to engage with the culture. Remember to pray when preparing to 

serve others.  Make relational connections to people beginning where they are. Help people have a 

better sense of self-awareness of our need to be redeemed. Begin EVERYTHING with prayer 

What activities could we do to attract, welcome and retain various groups of people including: Youth 

(to 18), Young Adults (18-30), Adults, Seniors, Working People, New Immigrants, Parents, People 

who are struggling, People who are searching, People who are content, People who are impacted or 

scandalized by the Clergy sex abuse crisis.  

 

We decided to address this issue in detail at a separate meeting to be held on 

Wednesday June 15th @ 6:30 PM in the lower hall at Holy Rosary. We hope you will 

join us. 
 

Do you feel comfortable in sharing your faith with others, inviting them to turn to Christ, attend 

Church and become Catholics? 

Mixed feelings some yes, some no.  

Those who said yes mentioned that they have done things like: 

• Giving finger rosaries to first responders and vets and offering to pray with/ for them 

• Inviting people to adoration instead of Mass as a way to encounter Christ without the pressure of 

needing to know the right things to do.  

• Inviting friends and family to attend parish events that are not Mass 

• Referencing their faith casually. “I’ll see you next week, God willing,” saying grace with guests, 

etc.  



• Don’t just tell people about the faith, invite them into your life and live the faith.   

 

What are the obstacles that might make you hesitant to invite others to turn to Christ? 

• Fear that we don’t have all the answers  

• Fear of rejection 

• Fear of facing those who left the church with a sense of hatred 

• Fear of having to defend the church to those who have been hurt by the church.  

 

What would strengthen your confidence to invite others to turn to Christ, to attend Mass and/or 

become Catholic?  

• Example of others 

• Encouragement/permission from the pulpit to reach out and share the faith with others.  

• Learning skills of “how to” pray with others when they share their needs and share our faith 

confidently. 

• The opportunity for parishioners to reflect on their faith story so they can feel confident sharing 

it with others. 

 

When asked to explain the fruits of their involvement in diocesan consultative efforts a few people 

shared the following positive and negative experiences.  

• Positive Experience: Person who had encountered the Bishop on Diocesan Pastoral Council found 

that he really did listen and care.  

• Negative experience: Bishop did not react personally after merger or to letters about other issues. 

 

How might the Diocese do a better job of listening to parishioners?  

• By being more visible in our part of the diocese. It often seems like all focus is on Worcester and its 

suburbs and the outer reaches of the diocese are neglected.  

• “Bishop be among your people.”  

• How does Partners in Charity benefit us?  

 

 If you participated in a consultative process in our parish (e.g. Finance Council or Pastoral Council) 

what fruits did it bear?  

• Positive experience: People who had served on the Pastoral Council and Finance Committee felt that 

the Pastor listened well. He has been communicating well and people generally feel that he is 

accessible.  

• Negative experience: At its reestablishment the pastoral council didn’t take adequate time to reflect 

on a vision for their ministry and the parish. Some members were not listening to each other and 

were more concerned with trying to get their views heard. Acknowledged there has been 

improvement. 

 

How might our parish do a better job listening to the parishioners in your parish?  

Personal phone calls and visitations to reach out to people who are disconnected. Check in with 

everyone not just to encourage people to attend Mass but to find out what is going on in their lives.  

 


